




Eunice
Cox

6+ 
others…

Vickie 
Parson

Chelsea 
Brenneman

Kevin 
Brenneman

Lisa 
Shaw

Unnamed 
Sister

Kenneth 
Coffey

10 
others…

Deneen
Miller



May 
2013

Kenneth admitted 
to hospital

June 6, 
2013

Kenneth admitted 
to hospital again

Vickie starts 
taking care of 

Kenneth

January 
2013

June 14, 
2013

Vickie buys 
Will kit



July 15, 
2013

Kenneth signs 
new will

July 6, 
2013

Deneen’s last 
visit with Kenneth

July 4,
2013

Kenneth asks Kevin 
to be a witness on 

the 15th



Eunice
Cox

6+ 
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Vickie 
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Chelsea 
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July 18/19, 
2013

Deneen writes 
Kenneth a 

letter

July 15, 
2013

Kenneth signs 
new will

July 21, 
2013

Kenneth 
shows 
Vickie 

the Will

July 6, 
2013

Deneen’s last 
visit with Kenneth

July 4,
2013

Kenneth asks Kevin 
to be a witness on 

the 15th

July 22, 
2013

Kenneth
dies



Contestant pleads 
facts to establish 

presumption

Proponent’s 
evidence “tends 
to prove will not 

overborne”

Presumption 
can be basis 

for verdict for 
contestant

Presumption 
disappears…

Contestant proves 
undue influence by 

clear and convincing 
evidence

Demurrer?

START

NO

YES YES

NO

YES

NO

WHEW!

OOPS!

Undue 
Influence

Motion to 
Strike





Patricia L. Ray

v.

Estate of Keith F. Ready

COMPLAINT TO DETERMINE ELECTIVE SHARE

Katherine Ready, Administratix,



(B) Any pleading filed that does not conform to 
the requirements of subsection A but otherwise 
identifies the proper parties shall be amended 
on the motion of any party or by the court on its 
own motion. Such amendment relates back to 
the date of the original pleading.





Dec. 27, 
2017

Hearing in
Cir. Ct. 

Dec. 29, 
2017

Cir. Ct. orders 
that COA’s 

approval counts 
at court’s

Mar. 20, 
2018

COA approves 
accountings

Feb.
2018

Henderson 
files more 
objections

April
2018

Henderson 
files more 
objections













Peter J. 
Knop

Alexandra 
Knop

Peter R. Q. 
Knop

William 
Knop



Ticonderoga 
Farms 

Incorporated

1982

1987

Children 
each own 

9.08% of TF 

1989-
2004

Accountant 
instructed to 
make gifts of 

stock to children

2004

Children 
believe they 

each own 
14.687% of TF

Sometime 
between 2004 

and 2015

Father changes 
his mind…

2015

Father converts 
TF to an LLC. 







1) Representation
2) Reliance
3) Change of position
4) Detriment

?
?
?





































